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INTRODUCTION
 

The  world  is  finally  waking  up  to  the

plastic  pollution  crisis  impacting  our

waters  and  marine  l ife ,  as  well  as  the

food  chain  and  public  health .  As  the

policy  discord  around  single-use

plastics  (SUPs) continues  to  gain

momentum  on  the  global  stage ,  new

and  more  strict  initiatives  to  reduce

or  in  some  cases  eliminate  the

consumption  and  sale  of  SUPs  are

popping  up  daily .  In  this  paper  we

will  cover  efforts  by  countries  across

the  Americas ,  EMEA ,  and  Asia  Pacific

to  lessen  their  environmental  impact

by  restricting  SUPs .  We  will  be

routinely  updating  this  project  with

additional  insights  from  the  markets

below  as  well  as  new  contributors .

From  country-wide  bans  on  plastic

straws ,  bags ,  bottles ,  and  more ,  to

recycling  programs  and  crackdowns

on  commercial  and  industrial

polluters ,  one  theme  is  ringing  true :

jump  on  the  SUPs  bandwagon  now ,

because  as  far  as  our  planet  is

concerned ,  there’s no time to waste .

 

CONTRIBUTORS
 

The  following  white  paper  is  a  joint

thought  leadership  project  with

contributions  from  our  Interel  offices

and  members  of  the  Interel  Global

Partnership  (IGP) .  The  IGP  is  the

world 's  largest  network  of

independent  public  affairs  and

government  relations  firms  managed

centrally  by  Interel  from  its  offices  in

Washington ,  Brussels ,  and  Beijing .

Comprised  of  the  leading  firms  in

their  respective  markets ,  the  IGP

covers  more  than  70  markets

worldwide  in  EMEA ,  the  Americas ,

and  AsiaPac .  With  its  unparalleled

reach  and  policy  expertise ,  the  IGP

offers  international  organizations  

a  full-range  of  public  affairs ,

government  relations  and

association  support  almost  anywhere

in  the  world .
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Mexico  has  joined  the  proliferation  of  the

plastic-free  movement  emerging  around

the  world ,  including  the  European  Union ,

through  the  regulation  and  prohibition  of

single-use  plastics  (SUPs) .

 

As  a  result  of  new  regulations ,  and  in  some

cases  prohibition ,  on  SUPs  across  almost

all  Mexican  states ,  the  regulatory

landscape  for  Mexican  business  has  grown

increasingly  complicated .  While  most  of

these  legislations  are  focused  on  the

primary  contributors  to  visual  pollution  -

plastic  bags ,  disposable  cutlery ,  foam

containers  - pressure  from  NGOs  and  other

groups  has  forced  legislators  to  broaden

bans  to  include  an  array  of  other  basic

plastic  products  including  plastic  rings

and  plastic  beverage  bottles .  Local  and

federal  congresses  have  seen  bills  multiply

as  policy  makers  feel  more  pressure  by

social  influence  of  environmentally-

conscious  constituents .  

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately ,  the  rapid  shift  to  ban

single-use  plastics  can  potentially  create

risk  for  Mexican  business .  The  lack  of  an

homogeneous  regulatory  framework  in  all

states  makes  business  operations  and

logistics ,  specifically  for  groups  with  a

national  presence ,  increasingly  costly  as

numerous  and  sometimes  contradictory

regulations  apply  to  the  same  product .

Also  a  lack  of  technical  expertise  to

regulate  on  the  matter  by  some  state- level

legislators  could  result  in  confusing

legislation  or  definitions ,  and  even

unconsidered  negative  consequences  on

the  environment .  Consequently ,  additional

products  or  materials  not  intended  to  be

included  in  the  ban  would  fall  victim  to

vague  regulatory  language  and  guidelines .  

 

Ultimately ,  the  current  lack  of  interest  by

the  Federal  Government  in  this  issue  has

created  greater  uncertainty  within

Mexican  companies  and  among  legislators

from  the  President ’s  Party ,  MORENA ,  as

there  is  no  clarity  regarding  the

Administration ’s  environmental  agenda  on

this  matter .  While  local  and  state  SUP

regulations  continue  to  mount ,  affecting

both  national  business  and  employment

throughout  Mexico ,  the  issue  will  l ikely

become  a  major  topic  of  discussion  by  the

Federal  Congress .
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The wave of SUP reform reaches the US



States set the benchmark for 
SUP legislation

W h a t ’ s  n e x t ?  A n d  w h a t  a b o u t  
r e c y c l i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ?
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And clearly circular
economy mattered to them.

Circular Economy in the 
new legislative term
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Amid  the  growing  global  movement  to
tackle  plastic  pollution ,  Russia ’s  position
on  the  problem  sees  a  gradual  change
from  “ l imited  or  almost  no  activity”  to
“discussion  and  action  in  case  of
feasibility”  approach .   

 

Since  about  2016 ,  there  have  been
occasional  proposals  on  single-use  plastics
(SUPs) regulation  in  Russia  but  they  have
failed  to  garner  support  among
stakeholders  and  were  not  further
discussed .  

 

However ,  the  recent  adoption  of  the  EU
Single-Use  Plastics  Directive  has  provoked
more  active  discussion  on  measures  to
reduce  plastic  waste .

Regulatory proposals and prospects for
their implementation  

 

Following  the  EU  SUPs  regulation
developments ,  several  Russian
stakeholders  (Ministry  of  Natural
Resources ,  etc . )  have  proposed  to  consider
restricting  sale  and  production  of  SUPs  on
a  step-by-step  basis .

 

While  the  discussion  is  in  the  initial  stages ,

the  prospects  for  the  proposal ’s
implementation  are  unclear .  The
introduction  of  restrictions  would  be
possible  if  considered  economically
feasible  and  broadly  supported  by
stakeholders ,  including  high- level  officials
(President ,  PM ,  etc . )  that  have  not  been  

r u s s i a

c o n t r i b u t i o n  by  k e s a r e v

SINCE  ABOUT  2016  THERE  HAVE  BEEN

OCCASIONAL  PROPOSALS  ON  SUPS

REGULATION  IN  RUSSIA  WITH  LITTLE

SUPPORT . . .THAT  IS  STARTING  TO  CHANGE .
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Australia  is  well-advanced  down  the  path
of  phasing-out  single-use  plastics  (SUPs) .

This  is  being  pursued  at  a  state  and
territory  government  level ,  rather  than  via
federal  legislation .  As  of  August  2019 ,  SUPs
bans  have  been  implemented  or  are
pending  in  all  Australian  states  and
territories  with  the  exception  of  New
South  Wales .  This  began  with  the  passage
of  the  Plastic  Shopping  Bags  (Waste
Avoidance) Act  2008   (SA) ,  which  came  into
effect  in  South  Australia  in
mid-2009 .  More  recently ,  several  state
governments  have  flagged  the
development  of  new  legislation  that ,  if
passed ,  will  extend  the  ban  to  items  such
as  plastic  straws ,  cutlery  and  drink  stirrers ,

and  potentially  polystyrene  cups  and
containers .

 

 

The  phase-out  of  SUPs  nationally  has  also
been  supported  by  major  food  retailers .

From  mid-2018 ,  Australia ’s  two  largest
supermarket  chains ,  Coles  and
Woolworths ,began  phasing  out  l ightweight
plastic  bags  and  introduced  a  new
framework  where  they  offered  consumers
an  alternative ,  more  permanent  or
recyclable  bags  to  purchase  in-store .  This
was  initially  met  with  a  public  backlash ,

supported  by  vocal  conservative  media
commentators ,  but  ultimately  led  to  an
80% drop  in  the  consumption  of  single-

use  bags  across  Australia .  Other  national
retailers  such  as  Harris  Farms ,  Craveable
Brands ,  Bunnings  Warehouse ,  Target  and
Kmart  Australia  have  each  committed  to
or  have  already  implemented  a  ban  on
SUPs .  

 

Neighbouring  New  Zealand  introduced  a
ban  on  thin  plastic  bags  this  year ,  and
according  to  public  opinion  polls ,  the
Government  is  under  increasing  pressure
to  extend  this  ban  to  further  SUPs .  

 

During  the  May  2019  Federal  Election ,  all
major  parties  presented  policies
surrounding  recycling  and  SUPs .  The
prevailing  Liberal-National  Coalition ,  short
of  announcing  a  ban  on  SUPs ,  announced
funding  for  investment  aimed  at
accelerating  work  on  recycling  schemes .

Prime  Minister  Scott  Morrison  has  spoken
publicly  about  the  issue ,  flagging  the
importance  of  reducing  plastic  pollution
to  younger  voters .Federal  Environment
Minister  Sussan  Ley  has  said  the
Government  is  embracing  “heavy-handed
action” on  the  issue  and  has  announced  a
November  meeting  with  state
Environment  Ministers  to  look  at  policy
and  business  opportunities  arising  from
enhanced  action  on  recycling .
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Rising concern about plastics

Low public awareness about recycling
 



Policy changes starting, 
and will  come fast 
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